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NEGM: What's it like working with Mark Harmon again?

RC: Just great! | feel very fortunate that Mark
and | have reunited and are working fogether
again. | have been with CBS now for 20 years.
The network has always tried fo build and so-
lidify successful relationships and
has had a lot to do with why Mark
and | are together again. Also,
Mark Harmon was an cutstanding
quarterback at UCLA, and he is
the ultimate team player. He has
always understood that the team is
stronger than the Individual—which israre ina
profession that is very much about individual
achievement and self-preservation.

NEGM: You play the role of Director Leon Vance in
“NCIS." What has made this drama a perennial Top 10
show since its inception 11 years ago?

RC: Here's my theory. In the real world, justice
comes very slowly, sometimes not af all, but in
"NCIS," where Jethro Gicbs has a strong moral
compass, and he is supported by the similar moral
cede of his supperfing characters, af the end of
the hour, the bad guys have been brought to jus-
fice. Gibis fellows his instincts and his guts, and to
the viewer, he is “everyman,” representing us and
doing it very well. Of course, the writing. plotfs, and
character development are superb, too.

NEGM: Tell us about working with Joseph Papp and
his New York Shakespeare Festival.

RC: Papp hired me right out of college, my very
first acting job. He saw in me, | think, o raw unde-
veloped young kid who had potential, but that
potential needed to be nurtured and developed.
Papp understood talent and how fo fashion it
was never the star in those productions, buf Pap
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NEGM: Where do you play your golf? What is your
handicap? Best part of your game? With whom do
you play?
RC: | pla
public cours

round LA, where the many
have layouts that rival the
private clubs. | decided not to join o club
I didn't want to be “"married" to

even though | live a streng
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ourse only,

3-metal from Wilshire CC. My current index is
15.6, nct bad for a weekend goifer. | have
a ulc-tw good feel for the short game. and |
putt pretty well. Samuel L. Jockncn is an avid
golfer, and he redlly got me involved in the
game. We have worked together prafession-
ally, and we play golf together
regularly. | have a great time play-
ing golf with Cheryl Ladd, Andy
Garcia, Wiliam Devane, and Kevin
Sorbo [Hercules].

NEGM: What are your impressions of
New England?

RC: | have spent the last four Fourth of July
weeks in Hyannis. | love the serenity and ambi-
ance of Cape Cod, and | found Hyannis fo be
laid back and relaxed—a great alternative fo
the LA lifestyle. If my wife and | wanted to sit
out and read a book, take a stroll along the
beach or around town, go play golf, or have
a lebster dinner within walking distance of the
house, vou can't beat Cape Cod. | had a lot
of fun playing golf af Hyannis Golf Club, The
Captains Golf Course, and Falmouth Country
Club

NEGM: Who would be in your Dream Foursome of
today? Of any time period?

RC: Fred Couples, Jack Nicklaus, and Hall of
Fame catcher, Johnny Bench (so | could tak to
him about the Big Red Machine that | grew up
cheering for). Seve Bdllesteros, Joe Lous, and
Frank Sinatra (so | could hang out with him after
the round).

NEGM: With what charities are you involved?

RC: The Giri Scouts of Greater Los Angeles,
through my wife. Cnrm, ‘._;-\d D Up, run by my friend
und fellow actor Glynn Turman, which has been

free, westem-style summer camp program for
gl sed inner-city and at-isk youth ages ¢
8. Childhelp, through the efforts of Cheryl Ladd.

NEGM: Why are you an avid poker player?
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