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Rocky Carroll has been a welcome presence in our homes since he joined the cast of CBS's medical drama
Chicego Hope in 1888 as determined doctor Keith Witkes. The year after that show endad, we fell in love with him
all ower again as ClA buresucrat Car Reese in the network's short-lived and underappracisted The Agency. Late
next month, it be six years since he first appeared on NCIS as then-Assistant Director Leon Vance, a role he's
alzo played on NCIS: Loz Angeles and Hawaii Five-0. BFTV sai down with Rocky last week to discuss his tenure
as YVance and the longevity of NGIS.

"When | started out with this show, people were kind of indifferent about him," the actor reflected. "l didn't really
krvows what to expect. A lot of it would hawe to do with the chemistry between my character and Mark Harmaon's
character [Gibbs]. It was such an interesting and such a different dynamic. It was something so different from the
character of the director that was played by Lauren Holly before me. People reacted strongly to it at the beginning
and now they kind of anticipate it. It's kind of been woven into the fabric of the show.

"What | love now is, I'm not in every episode. | can be in as faw as seven episodes or 25 many as about thirteen
or fourteen. And if I'm not in an episede, Il go on my Twitter feed and the first thing is, 'Where's Yance?"

It's pretty easy to see why Vance has caught on. Aside from the interplay that exists between former Chicago
Hape colleagues Rocky and Mark. the character has proven to be much more than the prototypical supervisor.
Sometimes he and the MCIS team work well fogether; other times, he's the dissenting woice. He's ultimately a
good guy, but you still never guite know how he might come down in any given situation.

We've also gotten to know him beyond his capacity as agency director, most notably in season ten, which
imvolved the shooting death of Yance's wife Jackie. That's the kind of storyline material that makes or breaks a
character, and it was deftly handled by Rocky. who has been sble to maks the sudience see Vance a5 his own
man, and not just a foil for the unit he supervises.

But how much longer will ke be in charge? NGIS has been on the air for more than a decade, meaning that
Rocky's character has a tenure longer than some entire series have run. Especially given that his predecessor
wias killed off, we asked him if he ever considers how much more he'll get to do with Wance. "1 think it's kind of
natural to think that." he told us. "We're in sort of uncharted territory, especially in the world and the age we live in
now. A successful series is five seasons. We're an anomaly. We're apart from the morm.

"When | was a kid growing up. there might be 10 shows on the air that had been on for ten seasons or eleven
seasons. Gunsmake ran for over twenty years,” he continued. "We're in 8 very unique situation, and of course
you can't help but look around and think to youwrself, 'l wonder how much longer this is going to last.” But never
hawe | heard of a show that actually gained momentum as it got older. This show in seasons five and six did well,
but it's actually better in ratings now than in its first five years."
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Rocky also portreyed an authority figure in CBS's shori-lived but impressive spy drama The Agency. as Carl
Reese, who helped ClA directors Alex Pierce {Ronny Cox) and Tom Gage (Besu Bridges) execute and manage
agency operations. With a formidable cast that also included Gloria Reuben (ER), Jason O'Mara {The Good Wife)
and Will Patton (Falling Skiez), The Agency was an effective blend of spy thriller and political potboiler that never
got the credit it deserved - principally because it wound up being unintentionally topical.

"The Agency happened right afier the September 11 attacks. That show was infroduced sort of in the aftermath of
the sttacks,” Rocky explained. "We were playing a governmeant agency that was dealing with matters of national
security on a regular basis, when government agencies were dealing with matters of national s=curity in the real
wiorld. When people wanted entertainment, | think the last thing they wanted to see was a fictionalized version of
wimat was really going on in real life. | think we just kind of fell victim fo the fact that we were art imitating life.”

Urforiunately, The Agency is one of those shows that's disappeared into TV history; aside from a DVD release in
the United Hingdom that's now out of print, you won't be able to find it But it's not surprising that most people
don't remember it. As Rocky explained. with the breakneck pace of producing a TV series, it's even hard
sometimes for an acior to recall what you were doing yesterday, let slone that show you were in a decade ago.

"We shoot episode on top of an episode [on NICIS). The day we finish an episode, we're going into a new ocne. lit's
almost imperative that we forget what we just did, because we move on," he told us. "The fact that we go from
shooting the last scene of episode 220 to taking lunch and starting episcde 221, your brain doesn't process it
anymore. Sometimes when | meet people or when | do an interview and people bring up something. 'm reméinded
that 1 did do something or | was a part of that.®

He's built an imoressive career that hes spanned just about everything at this point. There have been the massive
feature films, like a role in Camson Tide alongside Denzed Washington and Gene Hackman. A Tony nomination
for the Broadway production of August Wilson's The Fiane Les=san. And of course, the lengthy relstionship he's
buwilt with wus through his continued presence on the small screen. as that mainstay we can always count on.

"l kind of pat myself on the back that people can’t associate me with one thing.” he said. "My relationship with
CB5 has now spanned tweanty years. Chicago Hope was twenty years ago, when | did that series. My first venture
imto TV was a halfhour sitcom on Fox called Roc. | went from a sitcom to a hospital drama, feature films. I've kind
of been living the actor's dream. I'm not associated with one role or one medium. You're lucky if you're associated
with one hit show.”

Mow he's an integral part of the most watched seres on TV. And hawing welcomed him into our homes
consistently for more than two decades, having enjoyed him in roles from the hotshot doctor to ClA boss and now
MCIS director, we're more than thrilled to see him there.

NCIS continues its eleventh season tonight st 8 PM ET/PT on CBS. For more on Rocky, you can follow him on
Twitter (@Rocky COfficial).

{c)2014 Brittany Frederick. Appears at Starpulse with permission. All rights reserved. No reproduction
permitted. Visit my official website and follow me on Twitter at @tvbrittanyf.
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